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of the

Cranberry Country Cruisers
A CHAPTER OF THE GOOD SAM CLUB

ARTICLE I – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1.  All members of this Chapter must be members in good standing with the International Good Sam Club and must annually report their Club membership number to the Chapter Secretary, as evidence thereof.

Section 2.  Annual dues of $20.00 per year, ($15.00 for the Chapter and $5.00 for State dues), must be paid to the Chapter Treasurer within 30 days of receipt of acceptance of application for Chapter membership, and thereafter by a designated date.

Section 3.  The conduct of each Chapter member during Chapter activities shall be at all times a credit to the Chapter and to the International Good Sam Club.

Section 4.  Membership in this Chapter will be reinstated by unanimous agreement of the elected Chapter officers who originally signed the termination letter, provided that the original cause for forfeiture is removed.

ARTICLE II – MEMBERSHIP IN THE STATE COMMITTEE

Each local Chapter is authorized to act with other local Chapters within the same State to form a State Committee.  The State Committee is composed of one Chapter President, or his/her appointed delegate, from each Chapter in the same State, and has the voting power to reconcile serious disputes within the State and in any Chapter within the State.  It is the Chapter’s responsibility to have a delegate present at all scheduled State committee meetings.  Each Chapter must fully participate in the State committee and meet all requirements thereof.

ARTICLE III – DUES

Section 1.  Chapter dues shall be established by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of all Chapter members.

Section 2.  State Dues – If the State Committee, of which this Chapter is a member, has established State dues, said Chapter members will be required to pay such.

ARTICLE IV – VOTING

Section 1.  Each family membership shall be entitled to a vote equal to the number of family members in each family above the age of 13 years old, except for the president, who shall only vote to break a tie.  All voting for Chapter officers shall be by secret ballot.

Section 2.  A quorum at any individual meeting shall be two-thirds (2/3) of all Chapter members in good standing.

ARTICLE V – MEETINGS

Section 1.  Meetings shall be held on the second (2nd) weekend of each month or as voted by a majority of members at a monthly meeting.

Section 2.  The Chapter president, at his/her discretion, may call special meetings.  

Section 3.  Roberts Rules of Order shall govern all business meetings, which will be conducted as follows:

1. Call to order

2. Roll call

3. Introduction of guests

4. Reading of minutes of previous meeting

5. Treasurer’s report – presentation of bills

6. Reading of correspondence

7. Reports of committee

8. Unfinished business

9. New business

10. Announcements

11. Adjournment

ARTICLE VI – ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Section 1.  The following Chapter officers will be elected at an annual Chapter meeting, and will hold office for Two (2) years:  President, Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer.  All other officers shall be appointed by, the Chapter president as he/she sees fit.

Section 2.  Nomination for officers shall be held in the months of August and September to be taken by the Election Committee, where as the elections of officers to be held in October.  New officer will take office in January following the elections.  

Section 3.  Election Committee – The Chapter President shall appoint a committee of not more than five (5), but not less than three (3), Chapter members not currently Chapter officers to prepare ballots and tally election votes.

Section 4.  Any Chapter member, in good standing can make nominations either in person at the designated meeting, or in writing to the Election Committee before the date of the designated election meeting.

Section 5.  Elections – All Chapter members in good standing are entitled to vote.  After nominations have been made, the voting shall take place by written ballot supplied to each member in good standing.  Absentee ballots must be made available to absentee members.  All ballots must be returned to the Election Committee by a previously established date in order to be considered valid.  The ballots will be tallied and the results reported at the election meeting.

Section 6.  No officer may hold the same office for more than two (2) consecutive terms (unless this section is waved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Chapter members in good standing), or more than one office concurrently.

Section 7.  Members of the same family may not hold any of the elected office positions concurrently or hold any other position in the Club, Region or State concurrently unless special permission is obtained from the State or Club Headquarters.  

Section 8.  Roster of Newly Elected Officers and all Chapter members must be sent annually to International Headquarters and to the State Director.

Section 9.  Vacancies – in the event of the resignation or removal of a Chapter officer, the president may, at his/her discretion, with the approval of the other members of the Executive Committee, appoint a pro tem officer to fill the vacancy until the next scheduled election or until a special election can be held.

ARTICLE VII – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

1. PRESIDENT – Presides at all meetings, appoints all committees, supervises all Chapter activities, represents the Chapter as a member of the State Committee at State meetings, and any other duties that the Chapter members see fit for the good of the Chapter.

2. VICE-PRESIDENT – Conducts meetings in the absence of the president, coordinates activities of all committees.  

3. SECRETARY – The Secretary shall be elected by the Chapter members and shall record the minutes of all meetings of the Chapter with the time and place of the meeting, how called or authorized, the notice thereof given, the names of those present at Chapter meetings, number of members present at membership meetings and the proceedings thereof.  Receives, reads, and answers all correspondence after action taken by the membership at meetings, or at the direction of the Chapter President.

4. TREASURER – The Treasurer shall be elected by the Chapter members and shall have custody of funds, securities, and assets of the Chapter, shall be responsible for keeping full and accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements, and report to Chapter members all such receipts and disbursements made on a monthly basis.  A committee will be appointed by the Chapter president to audit the accounts of the Treasurer at least every two years and submit their Report of Findings to the membership.

5. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – The Executive Committee will consist of all elected Chapter officers.

ARTICLE VIII – CHAPTER TREASURY

Section 1.  All moneys received by the Chapter from dues or any other sources shall go into the Chapter treasury.  

Section 2.  All expenditures of moneys from the Chapter treasury shall be ratified by the membership at a regular business meeting.  The Chapter President may authorize extraordinary expenditures requiring immediate action after a telephone conference with the Executive Committee.

Section 3.  All disbursements from the Chapter treasury shall be by check, signed by the Treasurer or the President or the Vice-President, after ratification by the membership.

Section 4.  The President shall appoint two (2) members of the Chapter (non-officers) to act as an audit committee, with the President acting as Chairman.  This audit will be conducted every two years in conjunction with the relief of the outgoing Treasurer and the installation of the new Treasurer.  It will be carried out regardless of whether the Treasurer is re-elected.  The outgoing and incoming Treasurer may participate in this audit to attest to his/her own satisfaction as to the validity of the audit.  Special audits shall be initiated by the President whenever a change in the Chapter occurs.

ARTICLE IX – COMMITTEES

The President shall be empowered to appoint such special committees as he/she deems needful at any time, or on the majority vote of the members at any meeting, he/she shall appoint committees as they direct.

ARTICLE X – DISBANDMENT

Section 1.  The Executive Committee must notify the State Director and all members listed on the current Chapter roster, and in writing of the Chapter’s intention to disband, unless objection is voiced by Chapter members to both the State Director and the Executive Committee within thirty (30) days of receipt of letter.

Section 2.  Upon official dissolution of the Chapter, the Chapter Charter must be forwarded to the State Director, to be returned to International Headquarters.  

Section 3.  If the Chapter should decide to disband, all moneys still left in the Chapter treasury shall be distributed to a charitable organization of the Chapter’s choosing.

ARTICLE XI – STANDING RULLES

Section 1.  Only members in good standing may address the Chapter on matters of policy.

Section 2.  This Chapter’s Constitution and By-Laws, and any amendments made thereto, must be submitted to the State Director and International Headquarters for approval.  Copies must be sent to International Headquarters and the State Director upon approval.

Section 3.  The International Good Sam Club’s Constitution and By-Laws supersedes this Chapter’s Constitution and By-Laws at all times.

ARTICLE XII – AMENDMENTS

A proposed amendment of By-Laws shall be presented to the President, in writing, and shall be read to the membership at the next regular meeting.  Written proposed amendments shall then be given to all members at least thirty (30) days prior to voting on said change to the By-Laws.  A three-fourths (3/4) vote of all Chapter members shall be required for approval of such amendment.

/s/ Randi Owen                                              /s/ Jean Goossen
Chapter President                                          Wisconsin State Director

May 1, 2006                                                  May 9, 2006
Date                                                               Date

/s/ Ines Greenwald           

International Headquarters                          

June 21, 2006
Date 
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